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were mobilised, and many others volunteered. 
The economic question which had to be faced 
was how to run the Co-operation, so that 
after the war the members might return and 
find well-paid work waiting for them. It was 
decided that if the business bringing in eleven 
thousand pounds a year was to be kept going, 
the members should rccognise their business 
obligations to their colleagues who would carry 
on the Co-operation in their absence, by a n -  
tributing the usual 74 per cent., and pay 33 per 
cent. on two guineas a week per annum. 

To the credit of those inembers who under- 
stood business, this appeared an equitable 
:Irrangement, but to those who have never 
realised that “ co-operation ” niems co-opera- 
tive obligation, a s  we11 as co-operative gain, 
it was thought very hard indeed, ) )  and several 
resignations were received. It is the story of 
thc wise and foolish virgins to  the letter. The 
I ‘  everything for nothing )’ nurse, when she 
returns after several years of hard war work- 
we fear somewhat tired and aged-must seek 
fresh work in an overstocked market, but the 
“ give and take ’) nurse will find good work 
awaiting her in her own Co-operation, which 
she has wisely helped by a little self-sacrifice 
to maintain during the disruption of nursing 
economics during the war. 
W e  point the moral of this episode in the 

hope that trained professional nurses, corn- 
pcting in, the open market, will realise as men 
do, that you can’t pour out of a pitcher what 
isn’t in it. ” If you don’t place your pence in 
the jug, it is not fair that you should dive in for 

)I den sovereigns, 
The Annual Meeting of thc East London 

Nursing Society was held by kind permission 
of Lard and Lady Glencamer a t  34, Queen 
Aline’s Gate, S.W., un March 20th. Sir 
TVilliain Gdlins, M.D., M.P., 1C.C‘. V. 0.) pre- 
sided, in the unavoidable absence d the host. 

The meeting was a bright and animated one, 
ancl should have been inspircd by the beautiful 
room, overlooking thc Park, in which it x7as 
held, containing many prioeless portraits by 
Rminey, Gainsborough, Sir Joshua Reyiiolcls, 
and other great masters. 

Thc Chairman, in his opening remarks, 
quoted Miss Nightingale’s word that nothing 
second best .was good enough for the sick poor. 
Though there were uther names associated with 
the pioneer nursing at that time, still he wmdd 
say that district nursing was the ‘‘ pralo11g:c1 
shadow )’ of Florence Nightingale. He ven- 
tured to think that State-supported societies 
could never have the same value as those SUP- 
ported by voluntary effort. They should be 

organised, but not lofficialised. The Bishop d 
London said that it was )the very best society 
in East London, and he was sorry to say there 
was a deficit on’ it. I t  made him impatient 
when people took subscriptions from bne 
charity to give t o  another. Would it, did the 
audience think, please the men in the trenches 
if their mothers and children died a t  home for 
want of proper attention? &2,500 a year only 
\\-as required to maintain these nurses, and it 
was absurd to say that this sum would count in 
the five to six millions that were daily being 
spent upon the war. 

The Rev. Benjamin Gregory, East London 
Mission, said he could nut conceive of services 
inore highly valued, more deeply needed, or 
more nobly rendered than those given by the 
East London nurses. 

The shortage of nurses and consequent diffi- 
culty uf getting the work done has been an out- 
standing feature of the past year. -- 

DON’T MISS THIS CHANCE. 
A TEMPTING OFFER FOR ONE MORE WEEK. 

THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF NURSING is the oiily 
weelrly journal for nurses owned, cuntrolled, 
and edited by Trained Nurses, and is therefore 
the only professional Nursing journal. You 
can’t teach what you do not know, and the laity 
have no more right to teach the Science of 
Nursing, or t o  voice the opinions of our pro- 
fession, than they have to assume the same 
responsibility towards the medical profession. 
Under lap control commercial influence is pa:;t- 
mount. 

The B.J.N. is a cult-a professional stimu- 
lant, and hundreds of nurses have subscribed 
to it for twenty years. Its clientPlrz realise that 
its ethical standards, and fighting force, are 
assets beyond price, and we have no doubt that 
to raise its price in the open market from one 
penny to twopence weekly will make little 
difference to its circulation. This we regret to 
be compelled to do, owhg to the cost of labom 
atid paper. Until the 31st inst. we intend 
to  ,offer THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF NURSING to 
those who pay an Annual Subscription of 6s. Gd. 
at the usual price, after which date the JOVRNAL 
\vi11 be charged 2d. from the Newsagents, and 
at the rate o€ 10s. Iod. to subscribers in the 
United Icingdom, 2s. gd. for 13 weeks. -411 
tliose who wish to  avail themselves of this offer 
should send 6s. 6d. without delay ~ C J  the 
Manager, 431, 0xfor.d Street, London, w. I ,  
as it will greatly facilitate the organization of 
production and delivery. 

W e  may leave it a t  that. 
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